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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Claims 7 and 22 are directed to an allowable product. Pursuant to the procedures set 
forth in the Official Gazette notice dated March 26, 1996 (1 184 O.G. 86), claims 21 and 36, 
which either depend from or include all the limitations of the allowable product, previously 
withdrawn from consideration as a result of a restriction requirement, are now subject to being 
rejoined. Thus, claims 21 and 36 are hereby rejoined and fully examined for patentability under 
37CFR 1.104. 

Since claims 21 and 36 previously withdrawn from consideration under 37 CFR 1.142 
have been rejoined, the restriction requirement made in the Office action mailed on 04/23/02 
with respect only to claims 21 and 36 is hereby withdrawn. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Philip H. Schlazer on 03/02/2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

a) please cancel claims 6 and 37-53; 

b) please re-write claim 22 as follows: 

22. (currently amended) A multi-cell battery, comprising: 
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a battery case; and 

a plurality of electrochemical cells housed in said battery case, each of said cells 
including: 

at least one positive electrode, at least one negative electrode and an electrolyte; 
an enclosure housing said at least one positive electrode, said at least one negative 
electrode and said electrolyte, said enclosure having an opening allowing passage of cell 
gases into and out of said cell; and 

a hydrophobic material positioned relative to said opening so as to prevent 
passage of said electrolyte out of said cell; said opening being a circuitous pathway 
formed by said hydrophobic material. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: it was set forth in a 
prior office action, refer to the office action dated 09/25/02. (It is noted that this application is 
being allowed based upon the petition decision of 12/19/03 now entered and made of record.) 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raymond Alejandro whose telephone number is (571) 272-1282. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (8:00 am - 6:30 pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patrick J. Ryan can be reached on (571) 272-1292. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Raymond Alejandro 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1745 




